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Originally from New Jersey, I am one of the new specially appointed assistant professors
at Gifu University's English Center. While I was born in America, I spent the first seven
years of my childhood living in Port-Au-Prince, Haiti with my family before moving to West
Orange, New Jersey. Consequently, English is my third language after Haitian Creole and
French.

The experience of having to learn English as I grew up in America is what inspired me

to become an English teacher—so that I could help others improve their English language

abilities. My journey has led me to become a teacher that has taught English in various
settings and with different levels of students, from elementary school students to working adults both in America and in Japan.
I have a Master of Science in Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages, a CELTA certificate, and over six years of teaching

experience. My hobbies are traveling, eating new foods, and hiking.

Mark Guthrie 54

After finishing university, majoring in English, I felt a desire to see the rest of the world, so I decided
to go backpacking around Asia and Australasia. In that time, I discovered how lucky I was that all
around the world people spoke English, and that I could communicate in my native language.

It was then that I decided that I wanted to help others to do the same thing and, after moving to
Sweden, I took teaching qualifications, before coming to Japan in 2013. Here, I began working as a high
school ALT — if you went to school in northern Aichi, maybe you recognise me!

I am very happy to be part of Gifu University's English Center, and I am really enjoying meeting all
the fantastic students here. If you want to know more about me, or if you would like to practice your

English, why don't you join me for English Xtra sometime!

English Xtra D#EN

English Xtra provides an opportunity for students and staff at Gifu University to study and practice English, either individually or in small
groups. Sessions are 20 minutes long, and the teacher will be happy to answer your questions, give you advice, or just chat! You can ask about
effective study methods, strategies for improving test scores, studying abroad, or anything else that you think an English teacher might be able to
help you with.

Sign up for English Xtra by writing your name in one of the slots on the schedule posted outside the Center. The schedule shows which teachers
are available in which time slots. If you want to, you can practice with the same teacher every time you come, but you can hear a wider range of
English varieties and accents, and also learn about a wider range of cultures, if you practice with a different teacher each time you come.

English Xtra is available to all undergraduate and post-graduate students, and to all the office and administrative staff of Gifu University. We are

looking forward to meeting you! ( FAEYK IN—H—)
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