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Andrew Pharis
| have enjoyed using the Commons

A/B rooms for over a year now. Especially
in conversation classes, it's nice to have
the students already facing each other.
It's more conducive to group work and
it's a nice open space. There's also plenty
of room for me to move around and inter-
act with students one-on-one.

The smart-boards have been an interesting
addition to my lessons as well. Their bene-
fit to the students’ learning experiences
and my teaching is an ongoing journey
as | continue to explore the boards and
discover more and more uses for them.
For now, being able to write, draw and
otherwise interact with the content |
bring to the classes and better illustrate
points | want to make clear to the students

is wonderfully beneficial.
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David Barker Building an English Program for the 21st Century

The key to developing an effective English program is to have clear goals that can be understood by teachers,
students, administrators, and potential employers. These goals must be relevant and challenging, but they must
also be achievable for every student. The introduction of the new English curriculum will allow us to set, imple-
ment, and then develop goals for Gifu University students that meet those criteria.

Most university students in Japan see English as just another subject that they have to study for tests. Our aim
in the Gifu University English program will be to change the way our students think about English and introduce
them to the study methods that they will need in order to develop skills that will allow them to communicate in

the real world. The main advantage of having a coordinated curriculum is that it fosters a systematic approach to developing
materials, methods, and tests. It also encourages the cooperation among teachers that is essential to professional development.
With the support of the university management and administration staff, we at the Gifu University English Center look forward to
developing and implementing an English program that fits the needs of Japanese students in the 21st century.
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