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2020  

 Nunohara K, Imafuku R, Saiki T, Bridges SM, Kawakami C, Koji Tsunekawa K, Niwa M, Fujisaki K, 
Suzuki Y. How does video case-based learning influence clinical decision-making by midwifery 
students? An exploratory study. BMC Med Educ 2020; 20:67  
<Abstract> 

Background: Clinical decision-making skills are essential for providing high-quality patient care. To enhance these 

skills, many institutions worldwide use case-based learning (CBL) as an educational strategy of pre-clinical training. 

However, to date, the influence of different learning modalities on students’ clinical decision-making processes has not 

been fully explored. This study aims to explore the influence of video and paper case modalities on the clinical 

decision-making process of midwifery students during CBL. Methods: CBL involving a normal pregnant woman was 

provided for 45 midwifery students. They were divided into 12 groups; six groups received the video modality, and six 

groups received the paper modality. Group discussions were video-recorded, and focus groups were conducted after the 

CBL. Transcripts of the group discussions were analysed in terms of their interaction patterns, and focus groups were 

thematically analysed based on the three-stage model of clinical decision-making, which includes cue acquisition, 
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interpretation, and evaluation/decision-making. Results: The students in the video groups paid more attention to 

psychosocial than biomedical aspects and discussed tailored care for the woman and her family members. They 

refrained from vaginal examinations and electric fetal heart monitoring. Conversely, the students in the paper groups 

paid more attention to biomedical than psychosocial aspects and discussed when to perform vaginal examinations and 

electric fetal heart monitoring. Conclusion: This study clarified that video and paper case modalities have different 

influences on learners’ clinical decision-making processes. Video case learning encourages midwifery students to have 

a woman- and family-centred holistic perspective of labour and birth care, which leads to careful consideration of the 

psychosocial aspects. Paper case learning encourages midwifery students to have a healthcare provider-centred 

biomedical perspective of labour and childbirth care, which leads to thorough biomedical assessment. 

 
 Yoshimura M, Saiki T, Imafuku R, Fujisaki K, Suzuki Y. Experiential learning of overnight home care 

by medical trainees for professional development: an exploratory study. Int J Med Educ 
2020;11:146-154. 
<Abstract> 

Objectives: In an ageing society, community-based medical education in a home care setting needs to be developed. 

Drawing on Kolb's experiential learning theory, this study aimed to explore the learning processes in overnight home 

care by medical trainees in terms of their understanding of terminally ill patients and their conceptualization of 

them-selves as future physicians. Methods: An overnight home care program in which a trainee had to take care of 

terminally ill patients on his/her own under the supervision of a healthcare team was con-ducted. Nineteen trainees, 

including eight medical students and 11 residents, participated in this study. Text data of reflective reports written after 

the overnight care were collected and thematically analyzed. Results: The trainees' learning experiences in the program 

were categorized into four stages: predeparture, concrete experience, reflective observation and abstract 

conceptualization. Although they had mixed feelings, including anxiety, fear and expectations, at the predeparture stage, 

they could be actively involved in providing medical care and daily life support and in taking care of dying patients at 

the patients' homes overnight. By reflecting on their experiences, they gained a sense of achievement and identified the 

aspects upon which they should improve as future physicians. Subsequently, based on their reflective observation, they 

conceptualized their approaches to home care and the roles/responsibilities of physicians as healers, which led to 

professional identity formation. Conclusions: Overnight home care by medical trainees has the potential as an 

educational strategy to promote their realistic understanding of home care and facilitate professional identity formation. 
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