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Isolation of Salmonella from red-eared sliders (Trachemys scripta elegans) captured in Gifu University area
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Abstract: An epidemiological survey of Salmonella carriers was carried out using the intestines of 18

wild red-eared sliders (Trachemys scripta elegans) captured in the Gifu University area. Salmonella was

detected from three out of 18 turtles (16.7%). The result suggests that a certain risk level of contracting

Salmonella infection from turtles to humans should be considered when handling wild turtles.
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Fig. 1. Intestine of red-eared sliders (Trachemys scripta elegans) used for Salmonella isolation. A: A
representative image of the whole intestine. B: The intestine containing feces (arrows). C: The intestine not

containing feces.
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Table 1. Isolation of Salmonella from red-eared sliders (Trachemys scripta elegans)

captured in Gifu University area.

Isolation
ID No. Sex Carapace length (cm)
DHL agar CHROM agar
1 Q 19.2 + -
2 a 14.9 + +
3 ? 23.5 — -
4 g 16.0 + -
5 Q 24.7 + -
6 ad 18.6 + —
7 Q 17.8 + —
8 a 18.6 + -
9 g 9.5 + —
10 Q 22.8 — -
11 a 13.1 + +
12 ? 22.4 + -
13 d 17.3 + -
14 g 8.7 + -
15 ad 8.2 + —
16 d 9.2 - -
17 4 7.7 + -
18 g 7.5 + +
Total ? =6, =12 15 3
(%) (83.3) (16.7)
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