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Water Conservation, 34(4), pp. 308-312, 2014.
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Western Eyes on Gifu

mig WP Y—HLYD Margaret yYaAMANAKA
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1 g
Travel Literature, Nakasendo, Meiji, Writing E-mail : myama@gijodai.ac.jp
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My first interest is to learn more about how the first Education:
western visitors to Japan saw this central Region, and Gifu Women'’s University, Gifu, Japan, Master of Arts
especially how they saw the lesser-travelled Nakasendo. in American Literature (1999)
However, I am also interested in present-day Japan, University of Queensland, Australia, Bachelor of Arts
and am wondering how best to “advertise” this area to in Japanese Language & Literature (1979)
the foreigner who would rather visit the beautiful
countryside than stay in the ever expanding cities. Teaching Experience (Full-time):

Gifu Women'’s University (2000-present)
Chubu Women's College / Chubu Gakuin College
(1980-82, 1991-2000)

AL 7L

When Ernest Satow walked the Nakasendo with his friend, Albert Hawes, they wrote a Handbook for Travellers in Central
and Northern Japan. It included some great information, like advice on what to bring on such a journey: Persian insect
powder and boot laces made of hippopotamus hide, along with other interesting commodities. Walter Weston wrote in
detail about Gifu and the Great Earthquake of 1891. He was heartened by the stalwart people who soon set to rebuilding
their broken town.

My research, however, centers on the work of Lawrence, who included a map with his report of the eighteen days he
spent walking the Nakasendo. I am in the midst of translating, and investigating (in pieces) his travels. As I travel, I
realize just how rich this area is, and I also realize that not enough information is available in English. The Board of
Education in Gifu has made a booklet, written in English, featuring something special about each town. This is so children
can learn to introduce their own town in English. But I feel that more needs to be done to bring the visitor to this area
first. Some cities, like Takayama, are very lucky to have a wealth of information already, including the Hida Ourai booklet
which I and other lecturers here translated, but other areas are in need of well-written, informative booklets and articles.

While teaching Written Communication, I hope to augment the information available on Central Japan.

I invite you to join me.
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