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Recognizing students with special educational needs and
adapting to their educational needs:
Featuring cluster analysis of difficulties experienced by junior high school teachers

Etsuko BEPPU (Chubu Gakuin University)
Masakazu MIYAMOTO (Gifu University)

In Japan, special education is not as adequate at junior high schools relative to elementary
schools, Few studies have investigated the difficulty experienced by teachers in junior high
schools in meeting special educational needs. The purpose of this study was to examine the types
of students which pose the most difficulty toward the teachers. The participants were 363 teachers
of 22 junior high schools in a city. Students with special educational needs constituted 4.6% of the
total number of students in the schools surveyed. Nine factors of special educational needs were
extracted and were divided inlo four clusters through Cluster Analysis. Teachers felt it was more
difficult accommodating to the needs of 50 students (0.7% of all students) who were categorized
in all nine factors of special educational needs in Cluster 1. and 136 students (1.8%) categorized in
school refusal in Cluster 4, relative to 72 students (0.99%) with learning difficulties in Cluster 3.
Teachers tended to cope with students whom they felt had most difficulty. not by collaborating
with other teachers, but doing so by themselves. We discussed how to enhance the teacher's
recognition of students with special educational needs, and how a support system for leachers in
junior high schools might the induced.

Key words: special support education, special educational needs, junior high school teachers,
educational coping, cluster analysis
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