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WE INVITE YOU TO PARTICIPATE IN THIS “CONFERENCE NOT TO BE MISSED"!

On behalf of the organising committees for ISSBD 2006, we
Invite you to participate In the first ISSBD conference 'down
under'. Australla boasts a proud tradition of scholarship and
practice in human development. Particlpation In ISSBD 2006
will give you an npportun:ty to keep up to date with the latest
research and think t while you
experience life "down under renew friendships and research
contacts, and make new mlaﬁonshlps,

The sclentific programme will Include keynote and invited
addresses, paper and poster symposla, and Indivijual posters.
Under &mte_ann Invited Speakers you will find the current
list of iy = who have agreed to p

Representing six continents and diverse area-s of scholarship,
they reflect the scientific and Inter-cultural richness of 1SSBD,

Invited symposia will be on topics including:

The development of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children

The Impact of natural disasters on children and youth

Adolescents ‘at-risk: Fact or fiction?

Multiple paths to optimizing aging

Understanding children's art

Recent research on theory of mind

Chifdren's responses to family separation

soclal relationships In a changing cultural context ; and

What developmental science 15 needed for people and communities In the developing
world?

The Young Scholars Initlative will provide a forum within the conference for young scholars to
Interact with each other and with senlor sdentists in small groups to talk about the scholar's
area of research Interest . This forum Is an exciting part of the ISSBD 2006 Meeting, and alms
to provide support and mentorship for young schlars, especially those from developing
countries,

The Discussion Hour on “How can ISSBD make a difference in the developing warld?™ will
feature a distinguished International panel of ISSBD members and will Invite audlence
participation.

The Fre Conference Warkshop on "L tinc g bast usa of axisting
longitudinal data"” (1-2 July 2006) will be of value to all researchers with an interest in
secondary data analysls, as well as those Interested In longitudinal studies in general. There will
be presentations from experts In longltudinal data analysis and from senlor researchers
representing many of the large-scale Io I of children and youth which
rmake thelr date avaliable to researchers. The workshop will highlight recent significant findings
emerging from longltudinal studies and present the latest powerful analytic toals for addressing
critical developmental questions using such data sets. It will be particularly vatuable for scholars
who do not have the resources to collect extensive across-time data themselves, but have an
Interest in relatively complex analyses of large-scale datasets,

With these and many more confarence highlights, we belleve the sclentific program will be
stimulating and memaorable.

ThE Conference Organlslng Committee Is seeking grants to allow It lo provide some fnancial
suppart for registrants from developlng countries who are unable to get support fram thelr own
Institutions and are unable to cover their own costs. We will not know the outcome of our
applications for grant funding for some time, and cannot promise that we will be able to provide
support to applicants at this stage. However, if you would like to be considered for finandal
support, please contact Mary at mfasitsasS meetingpla comt.au explaining your situation
and requesting a Funding Assistance Application Form. will be notifled as soon as possible
about the outcome of your application.

SOCIAL PROGRAM

The Welcome Reception will feature a welcome to delegates by an Indigenous Elder.
Registration Intludes moming and afternoon teas and lunch throughout the conference program
to give delegates the opportunity to meet and exchange news and views with International
colleagues over coffee and lunch In congenial surroundings between conference sesslons, A
highlight of the social program will be the Congress Dinner to be held at the Natlonal Gallery of
Victoriz, St. Klida Road, The novel venue promises 8 memorable dinner with a touch of the
unexpected, This occaslon will be talked about long after the conference Is over.
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The situations of children with special educational needs in Japan
Miyamoto, Masakazu (Gifu University, Gifu, JAPAN) Beppu, Etsuko (Chubugakuin
University, Kakamigahara, Gifu, JAPAN)

E-Mail miyamoto@cc.gifu-u.ac.jp
I
Introduction
The Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology has
recently announced guidelines for special needs education together with the
results of a national survey of children who are in need of special needs
education and are currently placed in ordinary classes.
The purpose of this research was to conduct the same survey in S City, Gifu
Prefecture, analyze the factors involved such as school year and support
teachers in schools by providing individual feedback on survey results.

Il Method

(1) Subjects:

We surveyed all 207 form teachers in the 11 elementary and 6 junior high
schools located in S City in Gifu Prefecture regarding each student in their
homeroom.

(2) Survey form
We used the same questions contained in the national survey conducted by the
Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology in 2002.

There were 30 questions in 6 areas (five questions per area) regarding
scholastic areas (listening, speaking, reading, writing, math, problem solving
ability). Subjects were able to answer 0: Never, 1: Rarely, 2: Sometimes, 4.
Often. There were 18 questions covering behavioral matters, namely
inattention and hyperactivity/impulsivity, with 9 questions in each area.
Subjects were able to answer 0: Never, or hardly ever, 1: Sometimes, 2:
Frequently, 3: Very frequently. Results were collated as follows: 0, 1=0, 2, and
3=1. There were 27 questions on interpersonal relationships and obsession.
Subjects could answer 0: No, 1: A little, 2: Yes. (Please refer below for more
information on the questions.)

(3) Survey date: September 2003

(4) Procedure

Form teacher completed the survey on each student in his or her homeroom
class on a computer. This was done in consultation with the head of the
teaching department at their school.

(5) Results and Discussion

The percentage of students who experience severe difficulties in both scholastic
and behavioral terms was 0.76% (1.2%) whereas 2.91% of students experience
severe difficulties in either scholastic or behavioral terms. The results we
obtained in S City were much lower than the figures published by the Ministry of



Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology, roughly half in this case.
The figures for junior high schools were particularly low and there were two
schools that reported a 0% rate of students who suffered severe difficulties in
either scholastic or behavioral terms. This could be attributed to the overall
characteristics of the parent student population and the knowledge/awareness
of the survey recipients.

We analyzed 1,450 (21%) survey replies which had scored 8 or above on the
75 questions. Quantitative analysis was undertaken in each of the 9 fields and
9 sample scores obtained for each individual.

We then conducted a hierarchical cluster analysis (no standardization) on these
scores according to the Ward method (See Diagram 1).

From Diagram 1 we were able to determine that 4 clusters would be appropriate.
Each of the 9 scores were analyzed for variance by making each score an
induced variable. From Table 4 we were able to evaluate the characteristics of
each cluster. The 2" cluster represents children who are experiencing
scholastic difficulties, the 3" cluster represents students who experience
scholastic difficulties in terms of arithmetic and mathematics in general. The 4™
cluster represents children who experience behavioral difficulties.

Children in the 2" cluster also experience some behavioral difficulties, with
some suffering multiple disorders. Together the 2" and 3" cluster make up
6.5% of the total, which is similar to the figures obtained by the Ministry of
Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology.

This research was part of a Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and

Technology Grants-in-Aid for Scientific Research Project (subject number:
155300520 Representative: Beppu Etsuko)

Table 1 Survey Subjects’ Data

No. Of
School Year Classes Male Female Total
(replies from Students Students
teachers)
1% Elementary 21 403 345 748
2"! Elementary 23 380 380 760
3" Elementary 25 412 369 781
4™ Elementary 23 380 344 724
5™ Elementary 25 374 405 779
6" Elementary 25 423 375 798
1% Junior High 22 356 412 768
2" Junior High 23 400 390 790
3" Junior High 20 398 433 831
Total 207 3,526 3,453 6,979




Table 2 Percentage (%) of Students Requiring Special Needs Education in

Each School Year

School Year Scholastic Behavioral Multiple Interpersonal
1% Elementary 4.41 1.07 0.67 0.13
2" Elementary 4.61 2.76 1.32 0.92
3" Elementary 2.56 2.43 1.02 0.51
4™ Elementary 3.73 2.49 1.10 0.83
5™ Elementary 3.47 1.54 0.77 0.26
6" Elementary 2.38 2.88 1.25 1.13
1% Junior High 1.30 0.78 0.13 0
2" Junior High 1.14 1.27 0.25 0.38
3" Junior High 1.08 0.36 0.36 0.24
Overall Average 2.711 1.72 0.76 0.49
(MEXT) (4.5) (2.5) 1.2) (0.8)
Table 3 Percentage (%) of Each Area of Difficulty

Area Male Female Overall MEXT
Listening/Speaking 1.4 0.4 0.9 1.1
Reading/Writing 2.1 0.4 1.2 2.5
Arithmetic/Reasoning 1.7 1.6 1.6 2.8
Inattention 2.3 0.4 1.4 1.1
Hyperactivity/Impulsiveness 1.2 0.1 0.6 2.3
Interpersonal
Relationships/Obsessiveness 07 0-2 0-5 08
Table 4 Average Sample Score for Each Cluster
Area I (Normal) |[II(LD) |1l \Y

(Arithmetic | (ADHD)
Disability)

No. Children 854 108 344 144
(%) 12.2 1.55 4.93 2.06
(MEXT) (4.5) (2.9)
Listening -0.27 1.61 0.0 0.37
Speaking -0.23 1.80 0.01 -0.01
Reading -0.25 2.14 0.02 -0.16
Writing -0.22 1.45 0.08 0.05
Arithmetic -0.45 1.27 0.86 -0.35
Reasoning -0.33 1.55 0.36 -0.03
Inattention -0.19 0.97 -0.22 0.9
Hypera(_:tivity/ Impulsiveness/ o.18 0.37 0.28 WT,
Obsessiveness
Interpersonal Relationships -0.10 0.57 -0.14 0.47
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