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I  
Introduction 
The Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology has 
recently announced guidelines for special needs education together with the 
results of a national survey of children who are in need of special needs 
education and are currently placed in ordinary classes.   
The purpose of this research was to conduct the same survey in S City, Gifu 
Prefecture, analyze the factors involved such as school year and support 
teachers in schools by providing individual feedback on survey results. 
 
II Method 
(1) Subjects:   
We surveyed all 207 form teachers in the 11 elementary and 6 junior high 
schools located in S City in Gifu Prefecture regarding each student in their 
homeroom. 
 
(2) Survey form 
We used the same questions contained in the national survey conducted by the 
Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology in 2002. 
 
There were 30 questions in 6 areas (five questions per area) regarding 
scholastic areas (listening, speaking, reading, writing, math, problem solving 
ability).  Subjects were able to answer 0: Never, 1: Rarely, 2: Sometimes, 4: 
Often.  There were 18 questions covering behavioral matters, namely 
inattention and hyperactivity/impulsivity, with 9 questions in each area.  
Subjects were able to answer 0: Never, or hardly ever, 1: Sometimes, 2: 
Frequently, 3: Very frequently.  Results were collated as follows: 0, 1=0, 2, and 
3=1.  There were 27 questions on interpersonal relationships and obsession.  
Subjects could answer 0: No, 1: A little, 2: Yes.  (Please refer below for more 
information on the questions.) 
 
(3) Survey date:  September 2003 
 
(4) Procedure 
Form teacher completed the survey on each student in his or her homeroom 
class on a computer.  This was done in consultation with the head of the 
teaching department at their school. 
 
(5) Results and Discussion 
The percentage of students who experience severe difficulties in both scholastic 
and behavioral terms was 0.76% (1.2%) whereas 2.91% of students experience 
severe difficulties in either scholastic or behavioral terms.  The results we 
obtained in S City were much lower than the figures published by the Ministry of 



Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology, roughly half in this case.  
The figures for junior high schools were particularly low and there were two 
schools that reported a 0% rate of students who suffered severe difficulties in 
either scholastic or behavioral terms.  This could be attributed to the overall 
characteristics of the parent student population and the knowledge/awareness 
of the survey recipients. 
 
We analyzed 1,450 (21%) survey replies which had scored 8 or above on the 
75 questions.  Quantitative analysis was undertaken in each of the 9 fields and 
9 sample scores obtained for each individual. 
 
We then conducted a hierarchical cluster analysis (no standardization) on these 
scores according to the Ward method  (See Diagram 1). 
 
From Diagram 1 we were able to determine that 4 clusters would be appropriate.   
Each of the 9 scores were analyzed for variance by making each score an 
induced variable.  From Table 4 we were able to evaluate the characteristics of 
each cluster.  The 2nd cluster represents children who are experiencing 
scholastic difficulties, the 3rd cluster represents students who experience 
scholastic difficulties in terms of arithmetic and mathematics in general.  The 4th 
cluster represents children who experience behavioral difficulties.   
 
Children in the 2nd cluster also experience some behavioral difficulties, with 
some suffering multiple disorders.  Together the 2nd and 3rd cluster make up 
6.5% of the total, which is similar to the figures obtained by the Ministry of 
Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology. 
 
This research was part of a Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and 
Technology Grants-in-Aid for Scientific Research Project (subject number: 
155300520、Representative: Beppu Etsuko) 
 
 
Table 1   Survey Subjects’ Data 

School Year 
 

No. Of 
Classes 

(replies from 
teachers) 

Male 
Students 

Female 
Students Total 

1st Elementary 21 403 345 748 

2nd Elementary 23 380 380 760 

3rd Elementary 25 412 369 781 

4th Elementary 23 380 344 724 

5th Elementary 25 374 405 779 

6th Elementary 25 423 375 798 

1st Junior High 22 356 412 768 

2nd Junior High 23 400 390 790 

3rd Junior High 20 398 433 831 

Total 207 3,526 3,453 6,979 



 
Table 2 Percentage (%) of Students Requiring Special Needs Education in 
Each School Year  
School Year Scholastic Behavioral Multiple Interpersonal 
1st Elementary 4.41 1.07 0.67 0.13 

2nd Elementary 4.61 2.76 1.32 0.92 

3rd Elementary 2.56 2.43 1.02 0.51 

4th Elementary 3.73 2.49 1.10 0.83 

5th Elementary 3.47 1.54 0.77 0.26 

6th Elementary 2.38 2.88 1.25 1.13 

1st Junior High 1.30 0.78 0.13 0 

2nd Junior High 1.14 1.27 0.25 0.38 

3rd Junior High 1.08 0.36 0.36 0.24 

Overall Average 
 (MEXT) 

2.71 

(4.5) 

1.72 

(2.5) 

0.76 

(1.2) 

0.49 

(0.8) 

 
Table 3 Percentage (%) of Each Area of Difficulty 

Area Male Female Overall MEXT 
Listening/Speaking 1.4 0.4 0.9 1.1 

Reading/Writing 2.1 0.4 1.2 2.5 

Arithmetic/Reasoning 1.7 1.6 1.6 2.8 

Inattention 2.3 0.4 1.4 1.1 

Hyperactivity/Impulsiveness 1.2 0.1 0.6 2.3 

Interpersonal 
Relationships/Obsessiveness  0.7 0.2 0.5 0.8 

 
 
Table 4 Average Sample Score for Each Cluster 
Area I (Normal) II (LD) III 

(Arithmetic 
Disability)  

IV 
(ADHD) 

No. Children 
(%) 
(MEXT) 

854 

12.2 

 

108 

1.55 

(4.5) 

344 

4.93 

 

144 

2.06 

(2.9) 

Listening -0.27 1.61 0.0 0.37 

Speaking -0.23 1.80 0.01 -0.01 

Reading -0.25 2.14 0.02 -0.16 

Writing -0.22 1.45 0.08 0.05 

Arithmetic -0.45 1.27 0.86 -0.35 

Reasoning -0.33 1.55 0.36 -0.03 

Inattention -0.19 0.97 -0.22 0.91 

Hyperactivity/ Impulsiveness/ 
Obsessiveness -0.18 0.37 -0.28 1.47 

Interpersonal Relationships -0.10 0.57 -0.14 0.47 
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チェック項目が2箇所以上の
子どもだけを対象にしている
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